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seen fit to wait until it was done for them with the deliberate
intention of destroying democracy. As the campaign proceeded
more things were violated than the electoral laws.
The day after the dissolution came Hitler's election manifesto
—by wireless. It was at once characteristic and uncharacteristic
of him. There was the customary exaggeration of language, the
usual uncouthncss of style, the same hysteria of delivery. But
there was more content in it than usual and a noticeable modera-
tion as compared with some of his unassisted efforts, a clever
suggestion that responsibility had tempered rashness.
Fourteen years of Marxism have ruined Germany. One year of
Bolshevism would destroy Germany. Even the misery of the last
eighteen months would be as nothing compared to the utter woe
of a Europe in those heart the red flag of destruction was planted.
. . . In these hours of overpowering anxiety regarding the future
and existence of the nation, the veteran leader of the world war
has summoned us, the men of the national parties and associations,
to fight under him once again in the homeland in unity and loyalty
as once we fought at the front for the salvation of the Reich. . . .
The national government will solve the great work of reorganization
of the economic life with two great Four Year Plans; the rescue
of the German peasantry for the maintenance of our essential
foodstuffs, and so the foundations of the life of the nation; rescue
of the German workers by a powerful and comprehensive assault
on unemployment. In fourteen years the November parties have
ruined the German peasantry. In fourteen years they have created
an army of unemployed. The national government will develop
the following plans: within four years the German worker must
be torn from his impoverishment. Within four years unemploy-
ment must be finally cured. With the fundamental task of restoring
health to the economic life the government will add the restoration
to health of the Reich, the states, and the communes from the
point of view of administration and taxation. . . . The parties of
Marxism and its competitors were given fourteen years to prove
their capability. The result has been disaster. Now, German
people, give us four years, and then deliver your verdict and judge
us. True to the order of the Generalfieldmarshal we will begin.
May Almighty God favour our work, maintain our will, hallow
our understanding, and give us the boon of the confidence of
our people. For we do not seek to fight for ourselves but for
Germany*

